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have a living wage. And this is a conservative institution. 
And if you look on page two of this document, at the little 
chart called Table 1, you'll see in the metro area, for a single 
person with no children, a livable wage was $8.67. And you can 
look at the other figures on the chart. You can look at the
nonmetro areas. You can look at what it takes if you have one
or two children to stay above a livable wage. And if you look 
at that chart as a whole, you'll see that a livable wage is 
considerably higher, higher in this chart than the federal 
poverty guideline and the figures that are being given to you in 
my amendment. In other words, they're saying it takes more than 
what the federal poverty guidelines suggest for a family to 
be...to have a basic living in Nebraska. So...and you...this 
handout is particularly good, I think, because on the very back 
of it it defines what they describe as basic needs, and the 
estimates, and how they did the work. And I think if you read 
through that you'll find that it is very conservative. So basic 
premise is, if the state is going to subsidize jobs, they 
shouldn't be jobs that then require the family to come back to 
the state and further subsidize themselves, through child care, 
through food stamps, through medical aid, or whatever. And you 
will find that all of the states are waking up to this. And our
Revenue Committee is starting to put in similar kinds of
provisions in other bills. LB 620, for example, requires the 
Quality Jobs Act to provide the average Nebraska wage, or in 
some cases higher than the average Nebraska wage, in order to 
get state benefits. So we're all starting to look at the fact 
that, hey, we shouldn't be subsidizing jobs that then force us 
to subsidize those families further. And that's all this 
amendment does, and I'd ask for its adoption.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Debate on the motion to return. Senator
Schrock.
SENATOR SCHROCK: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, I
commend Senator Beutler for bringing this issue forward. I am 
not sure at this point in time how I'm going to vote on the 
issue, however. But it raises some questions that I don't have 
answers to. I have no objection to somebody being paid a fair 
wage. As a matter of fact, I think that's important. I do 
think, though, that we have assurances that this will...that


